Science Department

A. L. Brown High School

Honors Chemistry

Fall 2008

Teacher:  Irene Hatfield
Plan Period: 4th Block


 932-6125 ex. 300

1:55 – 3:25

Course Rationale:  This course is designed to provide you with a good understanding of the concepts of Chemistry and how they relate to your everyday life.  It is my responsibility to teach these concepts and it is your responsibility to learn them.  I will accept nothing less from any of you at any point in this semester, and you should expect nothing less of yourself for the rest of your life.

Course Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, a successful student will have:

· developed abilities necessary to do and understand scientific inquiry

· built an understanding of the structure and properties of matter

· built an understanding of regularities in chemistry

· built an understanding of energy changes in chemistry

· developed an understanding of chemical reactions

· developed proper laboratory skills

Course Requirements:  The following is a brief outline of the requirements for this course.  Others may be added as the teacher sees need.


1. Participation:  Due to the fast pace and difficulty of the subject, attendance and class participation is critical to mastering the Chemistry subject matter.


2. Homework:  Homework is essential for the reinforcement and understanding of most concepts in chemistry, and it will be checked daily for a grade at the beginning of class.  Work not completed in class will become homework.


3. Laboratories:  Students must actively participate in each lab and will be graded on all laboratory work.  Part of the lab grade will include proper use of safety equipment and apparel and following safety procedures.


4. Tests and Quizzes:  Test will be given periodically throughout the semester and will cover topics previously discussed as well as material from day one forward.  Quizzes will be given periodically and will cover topics currently being discussed.


5. Final Exam: At the end of the semester, there will be an End-Of-Course test that will test your knowledge of all concepts learned throughout the semester.  Everything we do throughout the year will be geared toward your success on the EOC.  Our goal is that 100% of students in this class score at least a Level IV on the EOC.

Grading:  The general quarterly grading scheme in this course will be as follows:

	Tests
	50%

	Homework and Quizzes
	25%

	Laboratory Work
	25%


Attendance/Makeup Policy:  Regular attendance in class is expected!!! Students who miss class are responsible for all work missed.  Since time missed from class will keep you from achieving all the course objectives, excessive absence will be reflected in your grade.  Makeup work shall be completed using the following guidelines:


1. Daily/Homework Assignments: If you miss the day an assignment was due but were present the day it was assigned, it is due the day you return.  If you miss the day the assignment was made, then you have 3 days to turn it in.


2. Labs:  If you miss a lab, it is your responsibility to make it up within 1 week or an alternative assignment will be given.


3. Tests:  Generally, you will have plenty of advanced notice on tests, so if you are physically present in class on test day, you must take the test.  If you miss a test, you have 2 days to make arrangements and 5 days to make up the test.

***Makeup work is the responsibility of the student, not the teacher.  With that in mind, I will not remind you of missed assignments.  If you do not ask, then you will not know.  This is not to put added pressure on you as students, or to take if off of me as a teacher, but instead if is a way of building character in you.  You are responsible for your own actions.

Class Rules:  Some rules are set up with your safety in mind, others with providing the best learning atmosphere possible, and others are departmental policy.  Each of them will be observed at all times.


1. Have respect for yourself as a student and as a person.  (If this rule is followed, all other rules will take care of themselves).


2. When the bell rings, you are to be in your seat prepared to learn.  (Prepared not only with proper materials, but also with proper attitudes).


3. No food or drink in classroom. (Departmental policy – may be amended as teacher deems appropriate).


4. Do your very best. (I will accept nothing less of you and you should expect nothing less of yourselves – Winners are made in this classroom).


5. Ask Questions!!! (If you have a question, but do not ask it, I can almost assure you that it will go unanswered).

-----------------------------------------Cut along dotted lines----------------------------------------

Parent/Student Signatures

_________________________Student signature: “I understand what is expected of me throughout the semester and will do my part to fulfill all requirements.”

_________________________Parent/Guardian signature:  “I understand what is expected of my child throughout the semester and will do my part to help him/her meet those requirements.”

Course Fee ---$10.00 (Pay to homeroom teacher)

Please sign and return by Wednesday September 3, 2008
