Science Department

A. L. Brown High School

Physics/Honors Physics

Fall 2008

“Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more important than any one thing.” 
Abraham Lincoln--16th president of US (1809 - 1865) 

Perhaps the most valuable result of all education is the ability to make yourself do the thing you have to do, when it ought to be done, whether you like it or not. 
Thomas H. Huxley--English biologist (1825 - 1895) 

Teacher:  Scott Rodgers


Plan period: 1st Block


     932-6125
Ext. 302


         8:30 - 10:00

Course Rationale:  This course is designed to give each of you a good understanding of the concepts of Physics as well as prepare you for life after high school.  It is my responsibility to teach these concepts and it is your responsibility to learn them.  I will accept nothing less from any of you at any point in this semester and you should expect nothing less of yourself for the rest of your lives.

Course Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, the successful student will:

· construct an understanding of mechanics, including but not limited to motion, forces, energy and work.

· 
construct an understanding of momentum and its relationship to Newton’s Laws of Motion

· 
build an understanding of thermal energy, including the Laws of Thermodynamics.

· 
construct an understanding of electricity and magnetism.

· 
develop an understanding of wave motion and the wave nature of light.

Course Requirements:  Following is a brief outline of the requirements for this course.  Others may be added as the teacher sees need.


1.  Participate in class discussions:  Our class is comprised of diverse individuals, each having their own expectations, perceptions, and experiences.  As such, all have much to offer and learn from each other.


2.  Daily/Homework assignments:  Some type of work will be assigned on an almost daily basis.  Work not completed in class must be finished at home and will be due BOC(beginning of class) the following day.  Work will be graded one of two ways each day:  1.  Effort grade-- If student has made a legitimate effort to complete all work, student gets "100", if not, student gets "0".    2.  Actual grade-- Teacher will take up assignment, grade it and return the next day.   ***Teacher has total discretion as to which will be used each day.


3.  Laboratories:  Students must actively participate in each lab.  Everyone is responsible for the topic discussed in lab and you will be expected to turn in a lab report the day following each lab.


4.  Projects:  Outside projects will be required.  Any project we do in this class is meant to enrich your understanding of a concept or to aid you in “tying concepts together”.  Nothing will be required that will not benefit you tremendously and with that in mind, not doing a project may cause you to lose your Honors credit.  


5.  Tests:  You can expect a test on the average of once per week.  Each test will cover the topic previously discussed, as well as material from day one forward.  This will force you to master each topic as we progress through the semester.  10 % of each test will come from previously learned topics.


6.  Midterm Exam:  At the end of the first nine weeks, a midterm exam will be given which will cover the entire first nine weeks and will count as 2 test grades.


7.  Final Exam:  At the end of the semester, there will be an End-Of-Course test that will test your knowledge of all concepts learned throughout the semester.  Everything we do throughout the year will be geared toward your success on the EOC.  Our goal is that 100% of students in this class score at Level IV on the EOC.  If we can accomplish that then I will take pride in the fact that everyone of you mastered this class and are ready to move on to bigger and better things.

Grading:  The grade you receive in this class is based on the final percentage with each requirement weighted as follows:


1.  Daily/Homework assignments-- 1 (counts 1 time)


2.  Labs--  1.5


3.  Tests--  2


4.  Midterm--  4


5.  **** EOC will count as 25 % of your final grade.***********

Attendance/Makeup Policy:  Regular attendance in class is expected!!!  Students who miss class are responsible for all work missed.  Since time missed from class will keep you from achieving all the  course objectives, excessive absence will be reflected in your grade.  Makeup work shall be completed using the following guidelines:


1.  Daily/Homework Assignments:  If you miss the day an assignment was due but were present the day it was assigned, it is due the day you return.  If you miss the day the assignment was made, then you have 3 days to turn it in.


2.  Labs-  If you miss a lab, it is your responsibility to make it up within 1 week.  


3.  Tests-  Generally, you will have plenty of advanced notice on tests, so if you are physically present in class on test day, you take the test.  If you miss a test, you have 2 days to make arrangements and 5 days to make up test.

***If you are absent from class on a given day, please check the Science Department Website at www.Albscience.weebly.com.   Click on the Physics tab and there you will find class lectures and homework for the day posted.  I will have the day’s work posted by     4 pm each day.  

**** Makeup work is the responsibility of the student, not the teacher.  With that in mind, I will not remind you of missed assignments.  If you do not ask, then you will not know.  This is not to put added pressure on you as students, or to take it off of me as a teacher, but instead it is a way of building character in you.  " I am responsible for my own actions!!!!"

Makeup/remediation times:  Unless other arrangements are made, times for makeup as well as remediation are as follows:


1.  M-F :  7:30 a.m.- 8:30 a.m.


2.  Tuesday and Thursday :  3:30- 4:00 p.m.
Class Rules:  Some rules are set up with your safety in mind, others with providing the best learning atmosphere possible, and others are departmental policy.  Each of them will be observed at all times.


1.  Have respect for yourself as a student and as a person.(If this rule is followed, all other rules will take care of themselves)


2.  When the bell rings, you are to be in your seat prepared to learn.(Prepared not only with the proper materials, but also with the proper attitudes)


3.  No food or drink in classroom.


4.  Do your very best.(I will accept nothing less of you and you should expect nothing less of yourselves---Winners are made in this classroom)


5.  Ask Questions!!!. ( If you have a question, but do not ask it, I can almost assure you that it will go unanswered)

-------------------------------------------Cut along dotted line--------------------------------------

Parent/Student Signatures
_______________________Student signature:  " I understand what is expected of me throughout the semester and will do my part to fulfill all requirements".

________________________Parent  signature: " I understand what is expected of my child throughout the semester and will do my part to help him/her meet those requirements". 

Course Fee---$15.00  

Please sign and return by September 5, 2008!!!
